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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  of  Withnell . 


Mir.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

n^hQVe.Pleas^e  in  Presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
for  the  yearai95gry  Circ™stances  of  the  ^ban  District  of  Withnell 

\ 

i-n  ,  • A  comparitive  table  of  vital  statistics  will  be  found 

rhh®  d?dy  °?  h°  y?ort’  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
number  of  registered  deaths  in  the  year  1952  was  35  as  conroared  with 

hRlhl ,prev" ?u?  year  -  a  very  considerable  reduction.  In  other 
respects  the  vital  statistics  show  no  marked  alteration. 

thni-  cS  -ol®asing  to  report  for  the  seventh  successive  year 

JS?.™ re  hli' vo  been  no  deaths  from  diseases  or  accidents  of 

°r  PreSnancy #  it  also  gives  satisfaction  to  report 
th  t  there  were  ne  deaths  during  the  year  from  tuberculosis. 

During^ the  year  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  was  30  as  compared  with  49  in  the  year  1951. 

Tyi  n  yi  a  a  4-  hP*  C,0L*  Gr‘egs°n  resigned  his  appointment  as  Sanitary 
inspector  and  Surveyor  on  the  28th  February,  1952  and  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  R.  M.  Hudson  on  the  26th  May,  1952. 

,  efficiency  of  the  plant  for  the  treatment  of  the 

^^4-SUpply4.?as  §lvDn  cause  for  concern,  and  this  vitally 
important  matter  is,  as  you  are  aware,  receiving  attention. 

...  Tn  regard  to  Housing,  the  time  is  approaching  when 

’-ousef’-hUf1  n®Sd  i°  be  Siven  to  several  blocks  of  unsatisfaetor- 

^ouses  which  will  probaoly  require  to  be  dealt  with  as  clearance 
areas . 


I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  refer  to  the 
opening  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council  of  Withnell  Fold  Hall 
as  a  Hostel  for  Aged  Persons.  I  know  that  the  members  and 
oxiicers  of  Withnell  Urban  District  Council  are  keenly  interested 
m  the  welfare  of  the  aged,  and  welcome  the  fact  that  this 
accommodation  has  been  provided  in  the  district. 

conclusion  I  wish  to  express  again  my  sincere 
tnanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  for  the  kind" consideration 
shown  to  Dr,  Doherty  and  myself.  I  also  wish  to  express 
our  indebtedness  to  Mr.  Mandale,  Clerk  to  the  Council,  and 
.  Hudson,  sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor,  for  their 
valuable  co-operation  and  assistance.’ 


I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  WALKER. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITI ONS  OF  THE  AREA . 


?p®a  °~  district  is  4,190  acres.  The  population 

1%'31  ?en?us  was  3>040-  For  1951  the  Registrar  General 
calculated  the  population  as  2,828. 


produced  £54. 


u.he  Rateable  Value  was  £13,278  and  a  penny  rate 


Mill 


Tne  chief  industries  are  Paper  Making. 
c.nd  Cotton  LIills.  There  has  been  ne  change  in 


Quarrying,  a  Saw 
social  conditions. 


VITAL  STATISTICS . 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Total. 

Male 

Female 

• 

Legitimate. 

42 

24 

18 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 

Illegitimate . 

2 

1 

1 

estimated  population  mid 
1950.  Crude  15.6  Adjusted 

14.9 

/ 

44 

25 

19 

STILL  BIRTHS. 


1 


1  NIL  Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still )births  22. 


DEATHS . 


35 


DEATHS 

Respiratory  T.3.  NIL 

MALIGNANT 

6 

COMPARABILITY  FACTORS. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY . 


Pregnancy, Childbirth, 
and  Abortion. 


17 

18 

Death  rate  per  1,000 
estimated  population 
Crude  12.4  Adjusted  1j 

NIL 

NIL 

Rate  per  1,000  NIL 

4 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  2.12 

BIRTHS  0.96 

DEATHS  0.96 

Deaths. 

Death  rate  perl, 000 
total (live  and  still) 
births  • 

NIL 

NIL 

DEATH  RATE  OP  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE 
YEAR  OF  AGE .  ‘ 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

23 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births. 

23.5 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate 
live  births 

NIL. 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY:- 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  of  age. 

NIL. 

Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births. 

NIL. 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 
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(CRUDE'  RATES] 
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1952 

44 

15.6 

35 

12.4 

1 

22 

NIL 

NiL 

i 

25 

NIL 

NIL 

1951 

40 

14.1 

53 

18.7 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

1  ' 

25 

NIL 

NIL 

1950 

;  51 

17.8 

;  41 

14  o  3 

1 

19 

NIL 

NIL 

•z 
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59 

2 

39 

1949 

47 

16.3 

49 

i 

17.0 
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NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 
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NIL t NIL 
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1948 

48 
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16.9 

27 
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9.5 

4 

76 
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NIL 

NIL 

1947 

!  56 
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42 

15.5 
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(live  birth-rate  (comparability  factor  0.96)-  13,6  per  1,000 


Adjusted  (death-rate (comparability  factor  0.  96)  -  18.0  per  1,000 

ANALYSIS  OP  CAUSE  OP  DEATH. 


i 

Cause . 

1 

1 

P 

H 

CD 

\ 

Female 

Total. 

10. Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 

3 

NIL 

3 

12. Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast 

14 .Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

NIL 

1 

1 

Neoplasms 

1 

1 

2 

16 . Diabetes . 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 

NIL 

1 

1 

System. 

2 

2 

4 

18, Coronary  Disease, Angina 

6 

3 

9 

20. Other  Heart  Disease, 

NIL 

3 

3 

21. Other  Circulatory  Disease 

1 

2 

3 

23.  Pneumonia. 

NIL 

1 

1 

24. Bronchitis 

25. Other  Disease  of  Respiratory 

2 

NIL 

2 

System. 

32. Other  defined  &  ill-defined 

i 

NIL 

1 

Diseases • 

1 

1 

i 

i  .  .  

4 

5 

ALL  CAUSES. 
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SEG3£2iL§*  SEH5RAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA » 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:-  J .Walker, H.B . , C.H.B . ,L.D.S . ,D.P ,H.  ,D.?.D. 


Other  Public  Appointments 


M.O.H.  Leyland  U.D.C. 

M.O.H.  Longridge  U.D.C. 

IvU  O.H.  Preston  R.D.C. 

Divisional  M.O. Health  Division  No. 4. 


Sanitary  I  ns  pector :  - 


Howland  Mellor  Hudson  M.S .I.A. ,A.M.Inst.B.E. San.I. 
a  part  time  officer  holding  the  appointment 
of  Surveyor. 


Remuneration  £217/10/ -d  per  annum. 

No  other  Public  Health  Officer  held  office  during  1952. 
LABORATORY  SERVICES . « 


x,  ,,  Tne  Laboratory  at  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  was  available 

^ or  the  examination  of  specimens  for  the  diagnosis  of  cases  of 

inxectious  disease  and  for  pathological  specimens  for  ordinary 
ClILSGclSGS  # 


,  .  .  Similar  use  of  this  laboratory  was  made  for  the 

oacte-r  10 logical  examination  of  samples' of  milk. 

.Ambulance  Facilities^. 

,  Provided  by  Lancashore  County  Council  Ambulance  Service# 

(Chorloy  Depot)  -  Telephone  Chorluy  2744. 

1$ arsing  in  the  Home. 


There  is  one 
She  is  Nurse  Roden  , 
Brinscall  227. 


“District  Nurse" 
134,  School  Lane, 


practising  in  the  area, 
Brinscall.  Telephone: 


Treatment  Clinics . 

n  ^  ™  T?Q  "M^or  Ailment"’  Clinic  is  held  at  20,  St  .Thomas » s 

Road,  Chorley  each  Monday  at  10.30  a.m. 

Ancillary/  School  Clinics  (Orthopaedic , Dental, and  Eye  etc.,) 
are  held  at  Chorley,  and  attended  by  Practitioners  of  Specialist 
status.  Attendance  is  by  appointment  via  eohodL Medical  Staff. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic . 


The 


The  County  Dispensary,  34,  St.  Thomas's  Road,  Chorley, 
County  luoerculos is  Officer  (Dr.  Villiers)  attends  each 
uesday  at  10  a.m.  This  Clinic  is  also  used  as  a  consultant 
clinic  for  chest  conditions  other  t ban  tuberculosis. 


Vener  eal  D is  ease  Cl in ic  s . 


Chorley  and  District  Hospital,  Wigan  Infirmary, 
and  Bolton  Infirmary, 

Hospital  Facilities . 


for 


non-inf ectious  cases  -  Chorley  and  District  Hospital, 


Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  Blackburn  Royal  Infirmary  and  Sharoe  Green. 


For  infectious  cases *Isolat ion  Hospital, Heath  Charnock. 


Tuberculosis -Sanatorium  (50  beds)  at  Isolation  Haopital, 

Heath  Charnock. 


Smallpox-Smallpox  Hospital  at  Ainsworth,  Nr.  Bury. 

All  administered  by  Manchester  Reg^jial  Hospital  Board. 
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120  beds. 
12  beds. 


*  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE . 

These  services  are  administered  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 
Domiciliary  Facilities. 

Cen,rll._  0ne  salaried  Midwife,  employed  by  the  Lancashire 

count/  Council  practising  In  the  area. 

Ante -Natal  Clinics • 

.  .  .  .L16  large  “a5°rity  of  the  expectant  mothers  in  the  area 

the  ante -natal  clinic  at  2/4  St.  Thomas's  Square,  Chorley 
m1  thomsj.  vos  ox  the  excellent  facilities  provided  by  the 
Lancashire  County  council  Divisional  Health  Service,  These' Clinton 
are  hold  on  Thursdays  (at  9.30  a.m. )  and  Fridays  (at  10  a.m.)  S" 
and  are  attended  b2r  consultant  surgeons. 

Maternity  Beds . 

The  available  accomodation  at  Chorley  is  as  follows 

Chorley  and  District  Hospital 
Eaves  Lane  P.A.  Institution 

Infant  Welfare  Centres . 

n.  ..  Trr.^,n  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  fortnightly  (Tuesdays  2-4  p.rn.) 

9°ns®rvative  Club,  and  is  attended  fortnightly  by  a  ‘ 

ifiCerri  Doilerty)  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council 

as  well  as  the  County  Health  Visitor. 

Health  Visit or ^ 

p  county*s  Health  Visitor  for  the  area  is  Miss  Richmond. 

2 . Cravcold  Roadj  Ribbleton,  Preston. 

TUBERCULOSIS . 

,  „  , ,  num1:3er  °f  persons  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 

ena  of  the  year  was : -  c 

Types  of  Tuberculosis.  1952.  1951.  1950.  1949.  1948. 

Respiratory  16  13  17  14  12 

Lon  Respiratory.  47763 

and  HO  Deaths ^  W6re  2  primary  notifications  (Respiratory),  in  1952 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  5-952 
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HOSPITAL  AC COM PDA T I ON , 


at  Heath  CharSfokf  ^  Kere  fitted  to  the  Joint  Hospital 


to  the  Ainsworfe1Hospita!Sariuryer9  W6re  a0ne  '  wouW  b0  a'^^ted 

aM£lP..iS  op  cases  of  infections  d  I  SEA  SE . 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  QF  POOD ♦ 

Milk  Production. 


Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949  inspection 
and  supervision  of  rnilk  production  is  now  the  responsibility  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

meat  and  other  Foods. 

All  meat  is  coming  from  the  Central  Depot  in  Blackburn. 

Tinned  meat,  frn.it  and  vegetables  were  inspected  and  in 
10  cases  were  voluntarily  surrendered  for  condemnation.  No 
statutory  action  was  necessary. 

Bakehouses . 


Six  bakehouses  exist,  and  were  in  good  condition 
during  the  year, 

A  resolution  to  adopt  the  Clean  Food  Bye-Laws  has 
been  approved  but  not  implemented. 

Water  S  up ply . 

The  supply  is  obtained  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation 
Waterworks  Undertaking  from  Withnell  Reservoir  (upland  surface  water) a 

910  dwelling  houses  and  an  estimated  population  of  2,920 
persons  are  supplied  with  this  water. 

Ten  Bacteriological  examinations  of  water  were  made  in 
the  year.  Six  were  satisfactory  and  four  unsatisfactory.  As  a  result 
of  thi3  an  emergency  chlorinator  was  installed  and  proposals  drawn 
up  for  reorganisation  of  the  plant. 

A  further  30  dwelling  houses  -  estimated  population 
90  -  obtain  their  water  from  private  supplies.  There  is  no  report 
of  any  cases  of  infection  having  arisen  due  to  unsatisfactory 
water  supply  during  1952, 

Drainage  and  Sev/erage. 

There  are  two  Sewerage  Disposal  Works  with  settlement 
tanks  and  sprinklers,  and  one  Works  with  settlement  tanks  and  contact 
beds,  the  effluent  being  dealt  with  by  land  irrigation.  The  only 
areas  without  proper  drainage  systems  are  isolated  farms  and  premises 
which  are  a  considerable  distance  from  any  sewer. 

Closet  Accommodation  at  end  of  1952, 


Privy  Middens  None. 

Pail  Closets.  188 

Dry  Ashpits.  58 

Moveable  Ashbins.  874 

Waste  Water  Closets.  39 

Fresh  Water  Closets.  816 

Houses  on  Water  Carriage  System  855. 


During  1952  six  Closets  were  converted  to  Fresh  Water 
Closets.  The  onus  f^r  the  satisfactory  maintainance  of  drains  and 
closdts  is  on  the  property  owners  and  such  work  is  not  undertaken 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  was  carried  out 
weekly  by  the  Council.  The  refuse  was  collected  by  motor  lorry 
*  and  disposed  of  by  controller  tipping. 
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Sanitary  Inspections  * 


,  The  number  or  inspections  for  nuisances  and  for  defects 

during  the  year^was  5  and  17  defects  were  found*  13  of  these  were 
abared  and  4  informal  notices  were  served.  1  statutory  Notice 
was  served,  and  there  were  no  legal  proceedings. 


Housing  and  Housing  Condit ions . 

.  In  1952  16  permanent  houses  were  erected  by  the  Local 

Authority. 


rfarn.ly  du/'  wo  the  high  cost  c  f  repairs  in  relation 
to^tne  market  value  of  the  property  (mostly  -  old),  difficulty  is 
beingexperienced  in  administering  the  relevant  Sections  of  tbQ 
Housing  and  Public  Health  Act. 


The  main  type  of  house  in  the 
rypo  built  in  rows  with  either  four  or  five 
The  main  defects  are  defective  foofs , walls  g 
producing  dampness e 


area  is  the  cottage 

habitable  rooms* 

utters , spouts ,and  windows. 


v  r crowd  mg  is  generally  due  to  lodgers. 

rfh®re,  are  inhabited  back  to  back  houses.  There 
a-  °  inhabited  back  to  earth  houses. 

Z^qj_°ries  and  Workshops . 

General  supervision  was  exercised  over  the  sanitary 
conveniences  and  hygiene  of  the  thirteen  factories  and  five  nother 
premises*'  registered  with  the  Local  Authority.  3  inspections  were 
made;  no  sanitary  defects  were  found. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pool. 

75  feat  bv  P5  C???0il  °™ns ,  the  B?ths.  The  plunge  is 

/b  leco  by  2„  feet.  Slipper  bachs  are  a}.so  provided.  There  are  no 
privately  owned  baths. 

1~nb,  nev/  boiler, filterat ion  and  chlorination  plant 
T'lt  oa,bns  up  a  very  modern  standard,  and  the  Water 
m  the  plunge  has  been  excellent  throughout  the  year. 

Glean  Food  C ampaign . 

_  .  .  ,T£e  model  bye-laws  for  the  handling  of  food  have  not 

yen  been  adopted  by  the  Council. 

f^our  premises  were  inspected  during  the  year. 

_New  Legislation. 

PuDlic  Health  Meat  (Amendment)  Regulations  1952, 

-ublic  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1953. 

xce  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  (Amendment)  Regulations  19  Co 

Adoption  of  Section  14  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  1938. 
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